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it is in the present when we have a precise perception
of it. We say that it is in the past when we pieserve
but an indistinct image of it. A thing may have
been accomplished millions of years agos yet if it
makes the strongest possible impression upon us it
will not be for us a thing of the past; it will be
present. The ordei m which things i evolve in the
depths of the umveise n unknown to us. We
know only the order of our perceptions, To believe
that the future does not exist, because we do not
know it, is like believing that a book is not finished
because we have not finished reading it."

The doctor paused for a moment And
Nanteuil, in the silence which followed, heard the
sound of her heart beating. She exclaimed :

"Continue, my dear Socrates,, continue, I beg
you. If you only knew how much good you do
me by talking 1 You think that I am not listening
to a -word you say. But it distracts me to hear you
talking of far-away things; it makes me feel that
there is something else besides my entrance; it
prevents me from giving way to the blues. Talk
about anything you like, but do not stop,"

The wise Socrates, who had doubtless anticipated
the benign, influence which his speech was exerting
over the actress^ resumed Ms lecture:

**The universe is constructed inevitably as a
triangle of which two angles and one side are given*